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Designed by the Venetian architect Giacomo Leon, Clandon Park is one of Britain’s finest examples of 
Palladian architecture. A devastating fire in 2015 permanently altered the Grade I listed property. The fire 
was the worst in the National Trust’s history, but following years of forensic investigation and research and 
care the fire-damaged spaces have revealed new stories about how country houses were made, and by 
who. Hidden histories of the brick makers, stonemasons, metalworkers, joiners, plasters and many other 
craftspeople have been revealed by the layers of the building stripped back by the fire. 

Working with the National Trust our new plans will see more of the interior of Clandon Park thoughtfully 
conserved in its fire-damaged state, offering people a unique ‘X-ray view’ of how country houses were 
made. Suspended walkways and platforms will give visitors new views and dramatic perspectives through 
the house where floors once were. A new roof with public terraces and roof lights will give breath-taking 
views down into the house from above and out across surrounding countryside. The Speakers’ Parlour 
which survived the fire will be repaired, creating a counterpoint to other rooms. The external walls and 
windows of the house are being restored, with work already underway by leading heritage craftspeople. 
The new Clandon will be a unique place to explore how great houses were made, not only physically but 
also socially and culturally.

“Each visit to Clandon yields yet another discovery - a new mesmerising view; another revelation about a 
particular construction detail; a further insight into how the house functioned; or just another reminder of 
all that went into creating this remarkable house - many of which have been exposed or amplified by the 
fire are now told.

“Our interventions will be quiet, achieving the right balance between providing access to these new 
experiences and preserving the unique qualities of the spaces as they are now; touching the surviving 
fabric as lightly as possible and always informed by the significance.” Oliver Heywood, Director, Allies and 
Morrison 

Read more about the project on the National Trust Website here.

https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/clandon-park

