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A small urban site packed with possibilities, Keybridge is a housing-led 
project comprising three towers, two mansion blocks, maisonettes, shops 
and cafes, small business units, green space, a school, a new setting for a 
Victorian pub and St Anne and All Saints Church, all on 1.19 ha. 

We have understood the site as a hinge between diverse conditions. To the north, are the emerging high-rise developments of the 
Vauxhall Nine Elms Battersea (VNEB) Opportunity Area, a place undergoing significant intensification and urban change. To the south 
around South Lambeth Road, and separated from Vauxhall by the railway, the immediate environs are more established and more 
diverse; the sizeable green space of Vauxhall Park; a conservation area of Victorian houses; a large builder’s merchants’ yard; red-brick 
terraces of shops; a small church; and Park Mansions are part of the range of uses and architectural styles that comprise this location.

A typological ensemble

Developing an appropriate architectural language that would ‘fit’ the location, Keybridge demonstrates how a variety of residential 
typologies can be brought together where each component plays a particular role in relation to the historic, current and emerging 
contexts. Drawing on historic terraces, the utilitarian, the picturesque, warehouses and updates of the residential mansion, every building 
is a purposeful response to the site edge resulting in an unusually rich typological ensemble.

This mix of buildings is arranged across the site to carve out a series of fluid public and private spaces, creating routes and vistas. Almost 
a third of the area has been opened up for public use including a new piazza next to St Anne and All Saints Church.  
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A new model for high-density living

The project offers a fresh approach of a friendlier, more neighbourly form of high density development in the city. In total, there are 598 
homes, giving a density of 505 dwellings/ha. Each home has a private amenity space in the form of either a balcony, terrace, roof or 
winter garden.

There is also a mix of uses; street frontages will be reinforced and activated with retail, workspace and places to eat. Increased density 
puts increased demand on public services; at the heart of the development is an extension to Wyvil Primary School, whose main building 
is opposite, expanding capacity in line with the projected increase in families moving into VNEB. Keybridge also benefits from good 
proximity to public transport at Nine Elms and Vauxhall.

One site, different buildings

Three towers form a family. While their scale nods to their neighbours to the north, they are all brick and identifiably part of Keybridge.
The tallest rises 36 storeys in distinct steps in response to its context – at the fourth floor in relation to the church, at the eighth in relation to 
the mansion blocks, then at two higher levels to produce a slender profile on the skyline. 

The shortest, 18 storeys with projecting balconies incorporates Wyvil School at its base, the school extension articulated by an arched 
facade, the existing basement on site repurposed to create a new top-lit school hall.

On Wyvil Road a terrace of stacked townhouses is the smallest building in the development, providing 10 affordable housing units. 
Its scale, character and materiality relate closely to other housing in the area and by abutting the Vauxhall Griffin pub it restores that 
building’s function as a bookend to the terrace. Maisonettes have been located in response to developing an active edge along Wyvil 
Road, their ground floors raised by 900mm for privacy and as a reference to the stepped Georgian entrances that are typical in the 
surrounding area. 

The two mansion blocks of intermediate scale between 7 and 8 storeys, align with South Lambeth Road, and have commercial units at 
ground floor. The gap between the two allows light to penetrate through to St Anne’s Square. The massing is further broken by the row of 
white penthouses of a domestic scale, that sit atop the buildings.

Contextual materiality

Reflecting both the London mansion block and the industrial heritage of the area, brick is used throughout Keybridge. The bold red brick 
of the mansion blocks references the terraces of shops on South Lambeth Road, while in a nod to the Victorian and Georgian houses in 
the area, a yellow ‘London’ brick is used for the smaller scale houses and maisonettes on Wyvil Road.  White vertical terracotta elements 
clad the duplexes that top the mansion blocks giving them their own distinct identity – like houses on top.



Alfredo Caraballo, Partner at Allies and Morrison said “Keybridge is a pivotal scheme in our practice’s continuous exploration of high-
density housing and the positive role it can play in city making. The project is conceived as a typological ensemble acknowledging the 
very different context conditions around it with a mix of tall buildings, mansion blocks and low-rise blocks. This richness is complemented 
by a diverse set of uses beyond housing with places to work, places to eat and drink and places to learn, with the integration of a new 
primary school. Keybridge’s picturesque diversity, in terms of typologies, uses and form produces not only a textured and interesting new 
piece of the city, but ultimately a nice place to live.”

Tim Whyman, Head of Design at Mount Anvil said “Our primary focus at Keybridge, with our partners FABRICA by A2Dominion, was 
the creation of a generous new public open space intertwined between fantastic new buildings designed by Allies and Morrison that 
could benefit all – from new residents, to workers, to the local community and school. A lot of time was spent considering who the users 
were going to be, what would be important to them and how this could successfully stitch into the existing context. New buildings feel 
at home having taken references from the rich heritage found locally and using robust materials and applying congruous tones that will 
stand the test of time. We have been delighted to receive praise from the local community on the award-winning scheme.”

ABOUT ALLIES AND MORRISON 

Allies and Morrison is a practice of architects and urbanists based in London and Cambridge. We design beautiful buildings that 

have long life and can adapt over the generations. We also shape enduring places whether new pieces of city or settlements at any 

scale. All our projects are concerned with the crafting of every detail and the appreciation for the uniqueness of each context.

alliesandmorrison.com / @alliesandmorrison
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Complete
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